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K Award Updates

e Overview

e Timeline of changes

e Consolidated K Award Activity Codes
e Revised Scored Review Criteria

e Clinical Trials Policy Changes

Resources

Q&A Breakouts

¢ Non-Clinician Ks
¢ Clinician Ks
¢ Clinical Trials
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Webinar Housekeeping

&

You will be muted during the Type questions in the Q&A The webinar will be
presentation. box or save for the breakout recorded. Slides and the
rooms at the end. recording will be shared with

registrants after the event.

If you experience technical difficulties during the webinar, please direct message Luis Guerra.
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The NINDS Training Team is here to help!

Tish Weigand, PhD Lauren Ullrich, PhD

Director Deputy Director
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Joshua Sanchez, PhD
Health Program
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Jenny Kim, PhD
Program Director

K. Rezaizadeh, PhD Marguerite Matthews, PhD Elizabeth Sypek, PhD
Program Director Program Director Program Director

Clinician Programs F30 HEAL Workforce F31 Specialist
Research Experiences R25 Programs LOAN Repayment
4 HEAL N CREW K32, NINDS T32 Program, R15, R16
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Myriam Megouache, MBA
Operations Liaison

Nina Hsu, PhD Emily Davis, PhD
Program Director Health Program Specialist
F31
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Proposed K Award
Changes for Fall 2027

National Institute of
Neurological Disorders
and Stroke



Updates Coming to Career Development (K) Award

Programs

Upcoming changes to K awards in FY28
1. NOFO Consolidation: Fewer K activity codes
2. Revised scored review criteria (from 5 to 3)

3. Eliminating the requirement for Data Management
and Sharing Plans

4. Clarifying allowable clinical trial research activities

Current Parent NOFOs will be extended through July 2027. Notice of NIH Updates to Career Development (K) Award
Programs NOT-OD-26-098

Updates will be effective beginning with due dates on or after
October 12, 2027.
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https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-26-098.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-26-098.html

Anticipated Timeline

Oct/Nov 2026

Existing K Award receipt

dates

® @ ©
Feb/Mar 2027 July 13, 2027
Existing K Award receipt All K NOFQOs expire on or
dates before this date

Jun/Jul 2027 Summer 2027
Existing K Award receipt New Parent NOFOs published
dates (new activity codes)

Anticipated extension
of existing Parent NOFOs

Except K12, KOO, K43, K76

R

Oct/Nov 2027

First receipt date for new
Parent NOFOs

No DMSP required

No independent clinical trial
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Consolidated Individual K Award Activity Codes™ —

Effective for Due Dates On or After October 12, 2027

New Code Award Name DTl Description
Codes
Mentored Research Mentored career development for early career
KR1 Scientist Career K01, K32, K25 researchers who hold research doctoral degrees (such
Development Award as Ph.D. or equivalent).
Mentored Clinician Mentored career development for clinician scientist
KC1 Research Scientist Career K08, K23 researchers who hold clinical doctoral degrees (such
Development Awards as M.D., D.O., PharmD, DVM).
NIH Career Transition to Mentored career development for postdoctoral
KT1/R00 Research Independence K99, K22 researchers to transition to independent research
Award careers.
Investigator Award
to Su gort Mentoring of For established investigators to provide protected
KS1 PP noring K24, K26 time to mentor and develop the careers of future
Early Career Clinician . .
T clinician scientists.
Scientists

*Plus KOO, K12, K43, and K76
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https://grants.nih.gov/funding/activity-codes/K01
https://files.simpler.grants.gov/opportunities/068900fa-8b72-47a1-83e4-ce1be082203d/attachments/d9b6f5e0-d520-4163-8767-6be100ba49bd/PAR-27-062-Revised-Full-Announcement.html
https://grants.nih.gov/funding/activity-codes/K25
https://grants.nih.gov/funding/activity-codes/K08
https://grants.nih.gov/funding/activity-codes/K23
https://grants.nih.gov/funding/activity-codes/K99
https://grants.nih.gov/funding/activity-codes/K22
https://grants.nih.gov/funding/activity-codes/K24
https://grants.nih.gov/funding/activity-codes/K26

Anticipated Revised Scored Review Criteria

P R

Candidate

Career Development Goals and
Objectives

Research Plan

Mentor(s), Co-Mentor(s),
Consultants, Collaborators

Environment & Institutional
Commitment to the Candidate

—
I

Q

L

Candidate & Career Development
Plan

Research Plan

Commitment to Candidate, Mentoring
& Institutional Environment



Policy changes in support of the refocused K program

NIH will no longer support
"Independent Clinical Trial
Required" K award Notices of
Funding Opportunities
(NOFOs).

10

K award funds may not be
used to support or offset the
costs of conducting a clinical

trial, clinical feasibility study, or
a separate ancillary study to an
existing clinical trial.

K award recipients who wish to
lead a clinical trial as Pl must
secure separate funding (e.g.,
institutional, philanthropic, or
other research grant support)
to support those activities.
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K awards will continue to support:

* Activities that prepare investigators for independent clinical trial research careers
including

e additional coursework

e participation in a clinical trial led by a mentor or co-mentor (CTRE)

* research that builds skills relevant to clinical trial leadership (e.g., qualitative
research, observational studies, or secondary data analyses)

* development of a clinical trial protocol
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Please Participate — Clinical Trials Training Request for
Information (RFI)!

Approach 1 Approach 2

Phased Transitional Award (Mentored Phase
Followed by an Independent Research Project
Grant Phase)

Mentored K Award + Limited-Competition
Clinical Trial Research Project Grant (RPG)

RFI: Input On Potential NIH Funding Approaches To
Support The Development Of Future Clinical Trial
Investigators (NOT-OD-26-095)

HOW TO SUBMIT A RESPONSE
All comments must be submitted electronically at this website. Responses must be received by 11:59:59 PM (ET) on September 30, 2026.
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https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-26-095.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-26-095.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-26-095.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-26-095.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-26-095.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-26-095.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-26-095.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-26-095.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-26-095.html
https://rfi.grants.nih.gov/?s=6a57b31c69fc50193d0eb712

K Award Changes — Resources & Contacts

13

NIH EXTRAMURAL NEXUS ARTICLE: “Simplifying the Landscape of NIH Career
Development Awards, Including an Opportunity to Provide Feedback”

Policy Questions? nihtrain@nih.mail.gov.

NINDS K Award Questions? NINDSKAwards@ninds.nih.gov.

K Award Questions for Other NIH Institutes? NIH ICO Grants & Funding Profiles Page

Simplifying the Landscape of NIH Career Development
Awards, Including an Opportunity to Provide Feedback

NIH ICO Grants & Funding Profiles

NIH)



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Fgrants.nih.gov%2Fnews-events%2Fnih-extramural-nexus-news%2F2026%2F08%2Fsimplifying-the-landscape-of-nih-career-development-awards-including-an-opportunity-to-provide-feedback__%3B!!CR-rLYS5ufxg2No!cNKniaY8ynbaOp4P1EVYSIuefVJIFnDdzlNiMu75um6ogf12iMGpstXU2pfLQVxb8UkFo10UYgefEKpGVV_0YfbJ2X_1iWrQkBAfbhjB%24&data=05%7C02%7Cletitia.weigand%40nih.gov%7C6f11a32e2d884694552b08defd1b47b8%7C14b77578977342d58507251ca2dc2b06%7C0%7C0%7C639226491095311993%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gd6%2Bx8%2FTnnsM3gB%2BY5IRgkhfz0bVy3FhHxQaTcUgG94%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Fgrants.nih.gov%2Fnews-events%2Fnih-extramural-nexus-news%2F2026%2F08%2Fsimplifying-the-landscape-of-nih-career-development-awards-including-an-opportunity-to-provide-feedback__%3B!!CR-rLYS5ufxg2No!cNKniaY8ynbaOp4P1EVYSIuefVJIFnDdzlNiMu75um6ogf12iMGpstXU2pfLQVxb8UkFo10UYgefEKpGVV_0YfbJ2X_1iWrQkBAfbhjB%24&data=05%7C02%7Cletitia.weigand%40nih.gov%7C6f11a32e2d884694552b08defd1b47b8%7C14b77578977342d58507251ca2dc2b06%7C0%7C0%7C639226491095311993%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gd6%2Bx8%2FTnnsM3gB%2BY5IRgkhfz0bVy3FhHxQaTcUgG94%3D&reserved=0
mailto:nihtrain@nih.mail.gov
mailto:NINDSKAwards@ninds.nih.gov
https://grants.nih.gov/funding/find-a-fit-for-your-research/nih-institutes-centers-offices/NINDS?category=research-education
https://grants.nih.gov/news-events/nih-extramural-nexus-news/2026/08/simplifying-the-landscape-of-nih-career-development-awards-including-an-opportunity-to-provide-feedback
https://grants.nih.gov/news-events/nih-extramural-nexus-news/2026/08/simplifying-the-landscape-of-nih-career-development-awards-including-an-opportunity-to-provide-feedback

NINDS Training Office Resources

National Institute of Neurological Disorders
and Stroke (NINDS)

.......

Subscribe to the NINDS ﬂ:m':..":".:mmm
Training Newsletter!

https://bit.ly/NINDSTrainingList

Dm e page

Mission Statement

Interest Areas

e e o National Institute of a o The Life Cycle of an NINDS Grant
s edre . and Stroke
con | NINDS Training Newsletter g 2 Building a Grant Application

' =k e \ Subscribe now:
Additional Information by Funding Category g 6 Mentorlng in Science
———— I ST :
: | St —
: | g e Scientific Communication

National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke (NINDS) | Grants & Funding



https://grants.nih.gov/funding/find-a-fit-for-your-research/nih-institutes-centers-offices/NINDS

Breakout Rooms

 1: Non-Clinician Ks
e 2: Clinician Ks
e 3: Clinical Trials
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