NIGMS Small Business Webinar Frequently Asked Question (FAQs)

Q1. Given the availability of Direct to Phase II grants does NIGMS support Fast Track     grants?
A1. Yes, NIGMS does support Fast Track awards. 
Q2. How much novelty or innovation is expected in Phase II?
A2. Phase II should build upon the Phase I work and not be completely novel. The purpose of Phase II is continued research and development work towards commercialization.
Q3. What sources of information are used in the Foreign Risk assessment besides the disclosure form and application?
A3. The Small Business Education and Entrepreneurial Development (SEED) office hosts several lists on its website that are considered when assessing foreign risks. Applicants should review this website and table of assessment categories to better understand how the applications will be assessed.
Q4, Is the TABA budget included in the budget cap?
A4. No, TABA requests are independent of the budget costs. For example, if an applicant requests the full Phase I total costs ($700,000), then the total costs of the award would be $706,500, accounting for the $6,500 in Phase I TABA. 
Q5. We received a TABA Needs Assessment during our Phase I award. Can we apply for another TABA to specifically assist with developing a marketing plan if we’re awarded a Phase II grant?
A5. Yes, an applicant or an awardee can request up to $50,000 in TABA support for a Phase II application or award. Even though the Phase I and II awards are linked, they are two separate activities.
Q6. Would a potential applicant working in psychology, nursing, or an MD, be able to apply to the NIGMS small business program.
A6. If the potential applicant is developing tools and technologies to grow, enhance, or support the general biomedical workforce, they are welcome to apply. If the tool or technology being developed is focused specifically on nursing or psychology, for example, then the potential applicant should consider the NIH institute or center that is most applicable to the specific area.
Q7. What is the exact definition of a small business?
A7. A company is eligible to apply for an SBIR or STTR grant, if at the time of award:
· Is a for-profit concern
· Is more than 50% owned and controlled by one or more individuals who are citizens or permanent resident aliens of the United States.
· Has, including affiliates, no more than 500 employees 
Q8. How long does it take from submission of an application to possible funding?
A8. The time from application submission to award being made is approximately 6 to 9 months.
