On August 12, 2026, the National Human Genome Research Institute (NHGRI) hosted a pre-application webinar about the Notices of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) RFA-HG-27-011, RFA-HG-27-012,and RFA-HG-27-013, for potential applicants. Participation in the webinar was optional and is not required to submit an application. 
The questions below were raised during the webinar or submitted to the program inbox:

1. Will these grants need to follow the new Letters of Support policy?
Applicants should use Letters of Support and Forms I until Forms J are published. NIH notice NOT-OD-26-094 describes what will happen when Forms J are implemented in FY 2027. No changes are required at this time.

2. Are Technology Integration Center and Innovation Project applicants expected to use existing GREGoR Phase 1 samples and datasets, or generate entirely new cohorts?
Biospecimens and other samples from GREGoR Phase 1 will not be made available to other researchers unless specific arrangements are made with the centers that hold them. The GREGoR Phase 1 dataset, however, is available to any researcher who submits a request for access in dbGaP. Applicants may propose to use this dataset if it suits the needs of their proposed project. 	Comment by Gayadin, Deepa (NIH/NHGRI) [C]: TechIC has to use the data so maybe a different word

3. What is meant by “rare disease”?
The goal of this program is to develop novel methodologies to accelerate diagnosis for ALL/ANY rare diseases, not a specific condition. GREGoRi uses the term "rare disease" rather than "Mendelian" or single gene disorders, recognizing that the genetic basis of disease is often more complex than a single gene or single variant. Applicants should not focus on conditions that are well-established as non-genetic in origin or are known to have a complex genetic etiology. If you are unsure, contact us to discuss your specific case. 

4. Are foreign components, international collaborations, or foreign consultants allowed?
Applications to all three GREGoRi RFAs may include Foreign Components, but these fall under two distinct categories:
1. Foreign subawards or foreign subcontracts cannot be included in applications submitted directly to any of the GREGoRi RFAs. Applicants wishing to include a foreign subaward may do so by submitting through the PF5 parent mechanism. These applicants are still applying to the GREGoRi program and, if funded, will fully participate in the program as usual.
1. Applications that do not include foreign subawards can still include unfunded international collaborations, foreign consultants, or procurement of unique equipment or supplies from foreign vendors. These applications should be submitted directly to the appropriate GREGoRi RFA.

5. May an investigator serve as PI or MPI on more than one GREGoRi application?	Comment by Chadwick, Lisa (NIH/NHGRI) [E]: move to general

Yes. There is no restriction on the number of GREGoRi applications on which an individual may serve as PI or multi-PI, and PI participation may overlap across submissions. 

6. My project combines computational and experimental approaches. Should I apply as a Technology Innovation or Computational Innovation Project?
Projects that require the concurrent development of both computational and experimental approaches should apply as a Technology Innovation Project. If you are unsure whether your project is responsive or how to categorize it, we strongly encourage you to send your specific aims to nhgri-gregor@mail.nih.gov before submitting.

7. Can the $500,000 per year direct cost cap for Innovation Projects be exceeded?
No. Although investigators no longer need permission to exceed $500K direct costs in investigator-initiated R01 applications, this RFA has an explicit budget cap of $500,000 in direct costs per year. Applications that exceed this limit will not be considered.

8. Can Innovation Projects generate new data, and is there a minimum sample size?
Technology Innovation Projects are expected to generate data as part of their proof-of-concept studies. The sample size should be sufficient to demonstrate that the proposed approach is effective; these are not large-scale data generation projects. Applicants should use and justify the sample size needed to achieve the project's aims.
For Computational Innovation Projects, data generation is not strictly prohibited, but it is not the primary focus. Applicants should consider carefully whether the time spent on data generation within a three-year, $500,000/year project leaves sufficient time to achieve the primary goal of developing novel analytical methods or tools.

9. Should applicants already have access to patient cohorts and biospecimens?
The Technology Integration Center is a five-year project with expectations for timely data generation and release. Applicants who already have access to participants and biospecimens may be better positioned to meet those timelines. Reviewers will evaluate the adequacy and feasibility of the proposed recruitment and data generation plan. Data sharing requirements are outlined in the NOFO and will be considered during review.

10. Is there a minimum number of samples required for the Technology Integration Center?
No minimum sample size is specified in the NOFO. Applicants determine what dataset is needed to achieve their stated goals and should clearly explain the rationale behind those choices. This includes the selection criteria for participants, the number of individuals from whom data will be generated, the biospecimens to be used, and how data will be generated. Reviewers will evaluate whether the proposed dataset is appropriate and well-justified.


Questions not addressed here? Email nhgri-gregor@mail.nih.gov.

